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Farid Gayibov: AGF completely F1 drivers passionate
ready for Islamic Games
about coming back to Baku

By Amina Nazarli
he Azerbaijan Gymnastics Federation (AGF) is completely
ready to host the Islamic Solidarity Games, AGF Secretary General Farid Gayibov said.
“We have all the conditions and
all the necessary equipment to host
major events at the highest level,” he
told Trend on May 10.
Gayibov noted that the Azerbaijan Gymnastics Federation has extensive experience in holding
international events, and guest re-
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views about the Federation’s work
are always positive.
He reminded that last week
Azerbaijan for the first time hosted a
meeting of the Council of the International Gymnastics Federation
(FIG), which is a major event in the international gymnastics calendar.
Following the Council meeting,
the AGF received the highest praise
from the meeting participants, according to him.
Gayibov further said that all the
preparatory work in the National
Gymnastics Arena has already been
completed for the Islamic Solidarity

Games.
He noted that rhythmic gymnastics was included in the Islamic Solidarity Games’ program for the first
time upon initiative of the Azerbaijani
side, and as a result, gymnasts from
12 countries have come to participate in the Games.
The AGF secretary general said
the inclusion of gymnastics in the future Islamic Solidarity Games will be
individually decided with each of the
organizing country, based on their
capacity and infrastructure.
At the same time, he recalled
that the following Games will be held
in Turkey, where gymnastics is quite
popular.
The Baku 2017 Islamic Solidarity
Games will kick off May 12 and end
May 22. About 3,000 athletes from
57 countries will compete in the
Games.
The first gymnastics event will be
held at National Gymnastics Arena
on May 12 - the opening day of the
Games - and will last for 4 days.
The classification phase on
rhythmic gymnastics will take place
on May 12-13 and finals will be held
on May 14.
The classification phase on artistic gymnastics will take place on May
13-14 and finals will be held on May 15.
Azerbaijan’s hopes in rhythmic
gymnastics will be pinned on Marina
Durunda, Zhala Piriyeva, Zohra
Agamirova, in women artistic gymnastics - Yuliya Inshina, Marina
Nekrasova, Maria Smirnova, Ekaterina Tishkova and men artistic gymnastics - Murad Agharzayev, Timur
Bayramov and Bense Talas.

By Laman Ismayilova
he world’s top Formula 1 drivers have expressed their excitement at returning to Baku
this summer where they will once
again take on the many challenges
presented by the newest and fastest
street track, Baku City Circuit, at the
2017 FORMULA 1 AZERBAIJAN
GRAND PRIX.
Speaking exclusively to Baku City
Circuit ahead of the second successive F1 race weekend in Azerbaijan,
Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes AMG
Petronas Formula One Team), Daniel
Ricciardo & Max Verstappen (Red
Bull Racing), Felipe Massa (Williams
Martini Racing), Sergio Perez (Sahara
Force India F1 Team) and two-time
World Champion and last year’s Official Ambassador for the race in Baku,
Fernando Alonso (McLaren Honda)
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all expressed their delight at their impending return to beautiful Baku and
the fastest street circuit in F1.
This summer they will face another testing weekend taking on the
circuit’s tight, narrow sequences –
this time in the new, wider 2017 cars
– as well as its 90-degree turns,
downhill sections and long straights
that combine to make Baku City Circuit one of the most daunting tracks
on the calendar:
Sergio Perez: “I loved Baku, the
city – the old part, the new part, the
contrasts. It was one of the best cities
I have visited in my life.”
Valtteri Bottas: “It will be very nice
to go back to Baku, it was a very positive surprise for me [visiting last in
2016], I really liked the place.”
Fernando Alonso: “I am planning
to enjoy the calmness and the friendly
people that always welcome us…the

speed we reach in Baku is not comparable to any other track in the world.”
Felipe Massa: “I am really excited
to get back to Baku for the race…last
year when we made the pit stop record
in Baku in under 2 seconds, it’s something that is really difficult to believe!”
Max Verstappen: “The people
were so nice and the whole city
looked very beautiful”
Romain Grosjean: “Baku is a very
exciting race track, very tiny in some
places, very wide in others.”
Kevin Magnussen: “I think the fact
we have a wider car this year is going
to make it [BCC’s tight sequences) a
little bit more challenging.”
Tickets for the 2017 Formula 1
Azerbaijan Grand Prix Still on Sale!
A variety of tickets options are still
on sale for the 2017 Formula 1 Azerbaijan Grand Prix, as well as special
‘Junior’ tickets for children aged 2-16

Azercell to organize free online English City welcomes thousands of athletes, fans
language courses for journalists
zercell Telecom LLC makes
its next novelty. Thus, English
language courses for journalists that have been conducted for 7
years will be taught online in order
to better suit the media representatives and facilitate the participation
of more journalists.
Please visit press@azercell.com
to apply for the courses. Applications will be accepted from 10.05.17
to 13.05.17, and only the first 50
journalists will be credited to the
courses.
After the diagnostic tests aimed
to identify the level and knowledge,
each journalist will start individual
lessons which will last for 6 months.
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With this project Azercell will continue to support the journalists in
upgrading their qualification and
building international relations.
Major objective of these courses is
to help Azerbaijani journalists learn
English and to facilitate their easy
access to English sources.
Over 200 media representatives took part in specialized English
language courses organized by Azercell during past 7 years. As a result, the journalists acquired
grammar, speaking and writing
skills in English. In addition, two
media representatives who excelled
in the courses each year were sent
to Great Britain to further improve

their language skills.
It should be mentioned that
throughout its operation Azercell
Telecom regularly organized interesting projects for media representatives. Azercell is the only mobile
operator that has developed a special tariff pack for media representatives – Mediacell. The company
has conducted numerous training
events and projects aimed to upgrade the job skills of the journalists.
The leader of the mobile communication industry of Azerbaijan
and the biggest investor in the nonoil sector Azercell Telecom LLC
was founded in 1996.

SPORTS, FROM PAGE 1
He noted that Azerbaijan expects
good results from the Games. "We
will try to take the first place in the
Games. We believe that at these
Games we will have even more
medals than in the 1st European
Games, Huseynzade said, noting that
Azerbaijani athletes have got prepared at a high level for the Games.
Under the presidential order, the
victorious national athletes and their
coaches will be rewarded. Winners of
gold will get 50,000 manats (about
$29,700) and their coaches 25,000
manats ($14,800); silver winners and
their coaches will receive 30,000
manats ($17,800) and 15,000 manats ($8,900) respectively; while
bronze winners will be given 20,000
manats ($11,900), with their coaches
taking 10,000 manats ($5,900).
The medal winners and their
coaches will also be rewarded by the
National Olympic Committee.
Under the order of President of
the National Olympic Committee
Ilham Aliyev, gold winners and their
coaches are offered 50,000 manats
and 25,000 manats respectively; silver winners will receive 30,000 man-

rom the 1st to the 2nd June at
the JW Marriot Absheron
Hotel will host the largest
event of the energy sector in the
Caspian Sea region–the 24th InternationalCaspianOil and Gas
Conference 2017.As a recognised
international platform and the key
event in the region’s oil and gas industry, the conference has been
bringing together senior level directors every year to discuss key oil
and gas projects in the Caspian region and ensure energy security.
The Ministry of Energy of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the State Oil
Company of the Republic of Azerbaijan (SOCAR) both show invaluable
support for Caspian Oil&Gas.
Around 400 delegates from
more than 30 countries are planning to take part in the conference.
The conference will address
such issues as:“Role of Azerbaijan
in global energy, status of major
projects and a look to future strategic growth”, “Identifying key operators plans in developing onshore
and offshore oilfields, expansion of
international cooperation in oil and
gas projects”, “An overview the refining and petrochemical industries in Azerbaijan new projects
development”, “Diversifying supply
routes from the Caspian region,
Azerbaijan as transportation, logistic hub of Caspian region”, “Cost
optimization and improving the efficiency of upstream development
with advanced technologies for exploration and production”, “Improving
the
efficiency
of
exploration and production with
digital technologies”, “The develop-
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ats and their coaches will be paid
15,000 manats; those who win a
bronze medal will get 20,000 manats, earning their coaches 10,000
manats.
By the way, all venues for the upcoming Games will be fully accessible
for persons with a disability or impairment. Accessibility has been a priority since the very beginning of the
development process for the 17
Games venues; from specific dropoff zones to teams specially trained
in mobility assistance, Baku 2017 will
meet relevant international standards.
The Express Buses will operate
between 18:00 and 21:00 to take
spectators for the beginning of the
Opening Ceremony and from the end
of the Opening Ceremony to 02:00.
The Spectator Gates will open at
18:30 and the Opening Ceremony will
start at 21:00.
And for the Closing Ceremony
the Express Buses will operate between 17:00 and 20:00 and from the
end of the Ceremony to 02:00. The
Spectator Gates will open at 17:30
and the Closing Ceremony will start
at 20:00.

Meanwhile the city is ready to
host the major event with thousands
of people coming to see the Games
from around the world. Providing security and stability is of high priority
and the law-enforcement bodies
have already switched to enhanced
mode.
Appropriate state agencies will
work in this mode until the end of
May. Alongside with this, Ministry of
Transport, Communications and High
Technologies established headquarters and working group on cybersecurity to ensure information security
and cybersecurity during the event.
Moreover, in connection with the
Games, Baku Telephone Communications Production Association has
expanded the coverage of free Wi-Fi
in the territory of the Baku White City,
Sahil Park and park of the Heydar
Aliyev Center.
To use the service, one will need to
enable the option of Wi-Fi networks detection on his/her mobile device, select
‘Baku loves you’ network and pass
through authentication process via the
phone number. In the near future, a
simplified method of access to the
service will be proposed to the users.

24th International

ment perspectives for alternative
energy in Azerbaijan”. This year,
regular partner and exhibitor BP is
marking its 25th anniversary of
collaboration with Azerbaijan. One
of conference sessions at Caspian
Oil and Gas will be dedicated to this
anniversary: BP – Azerbaijan’s
long-term partner for 25 years.
Theevent’sstatusisconsolidatedbyitsline-upofsponsors. The
General Sponsor is SOCAR. The
Golden Sponsor of the conference
is BP andPetronas, the Silver
Sponsors - INPEX, McDermott,
Statoil, Reflex Marine, Schlumberger, and the Bronze Sponsors CaspianGeophysical, Microsoft,

Siemens, Dentons, Fluor, NobelUpstream, TAP, Total, ZenithEnergy,
Yokogawa, Lamor Corporation.
The conference’s General Media
Partner is Caspian Energy International Media Group.
Thus, theconferenceprovides
suppliers
withtheopportunitytotalktocustomersandcolleagues,
topresenttechnologiesandservicesinaction, toacquireusefulbusinesscontacts, andto get new
information and technologies,expanding the opportunities for international collaboration in the oil
and gas sector. The organisers of
the conference are ITE Group and
its partner Iteca Caspian.

